No. A-11015/02/2016-CPW
Government of india
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
{CP Division)

Prithvi Wing, 2™ Floor,

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Aliganj,
Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi-110003
Dated — 12" January, 2016

To,

v“Shri Debadityo Sinha
28/1, Ground Floor,
Govindpuri (Behind Meera Bai Mandir)
Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019

Sub: - Your Online application under RTI act, 2005 — regarding
Sir,

This refers to youf aforesaid online application received vide Registration " No.
MOENF/R/2015/61257 dated 24.11.2015.

2. With regard to para (1) and para (2) of your application, it is to inform that your
representation was considered for finalisation of the draft notification on Emission Standards for
Thermal Power Plants. The comments received in the aforesaid matter were compiled along
with your representation and then put up before a Working Group’ constituted for examination
of comments for finalisation of draft standards.

3. With regard to para (3) and para (4) of your application, the copies of ‘File notings’ (2 number
of pages) and ‘Minutes of Meeting’ (2 number of pages) are annexed as Annexure 1 &
Annexure 2 respectively. A copy of Gazette notification is also annexed as Annexure 3 (5
number of pages) indicating the Emission Standards finalised by the ‘Working Group'.

4. The RTI-MIS account of undersigned was opened on 11.01.2016 and hence, the online
application is emerged thereafter only. The unintentional delay in replying to your application is
regretted

5. The First Appellate Authority under the RTI Act, 2005 is Dr. Rashid Hasan, Adviser, CP
Division, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 2" Floor, Prithvi Block, Indira
Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj, New Deihi-110002.

Yous faithfully,

Enclosure:As above 7 \\)o

(Dinesh R\Uﬂl al)
Scientist-D & CPIO

Copy to:

1. RTI Cell —w.r.t. his Registration no. MOENF/R/2015/61257 dated 24.11.2015
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Ministry of Environrnent, Forest & Climate Change
P Division

Subject: Draft notification on Standards of emission from Coal Based Thermal
Power Plants- Minutes of the meeting of working group- regarding

A committee was constituted to examine the comments received in
response to the draft notification for Thermal Power Plants:

The Working Group consisting of Dr. Manoranjan Hota, Scientist 'F', CP
Division, Shri B. B. Barman, Scientist 'F', 1A {Thermal) Division, MoEF&CC and
Dr. S. S. Bala, Scientist 'E', CPCB held a meeting on 03.07.2015 to discuss the
comments received from various siakeholders on the afore-said draft
notification. The list of participants is annexed at Annexure-l. The results of the
meeting are as follow:

1. The Working Group examined and discussed the comments received to
the draft notification. o | T o

, 2. In order to have an effective assessment, it was refterated that CPCB

makes a compilation of all the comments received in this regard. However, in
order to expedite the assessment, the Working Group provided the following
input/views:

2.1 Water Consumption limits: )

Many comments including from Minisiry of Power / NTPC etc. were of
the view that it would be difficult to instail Cooling Tower (CT) in place of Once
Through Cooling (OTC). The Group, however, was of the view that the Thermal
Power Units should usually have provisions for additional space for expansion
and other ancillary activities. Therafore, the contention of inadequate of space
was not acceptable by the Group.

Further, the Group gatherad that a TPP requires about 7-10% of area
for providing a CT. Therefore, finding space / land to provide CT, as proposed in
the draft standards shoutd not pose any problem.

2.2 Particulate Matter:

in order 1o bring down the Particulate Matter from exiting level to the
oroposed standards, the Thermal Power Plants {TPPs) are required to install
and incorporate Electrostatic Precipitater (ESP). The comments raceived from
‘stakeholders advocate for no change to the "existing norms" on the plea of
space constraint in the existing plants that wilt entail installation/ renovation

by adding Electrostatic Precipitator {ESP). Developers further stated that it
would not be economically viable to invest in old plants which will be out living

its useful life soon.

The Working Group suggested that CPCB, in collaboration with SPCBs
rnay find out as to how many TPPs have got space problem to retrofit ESP and
other Pollution Conivol equipments in order to reduce the Particulate Matter
emission. Ministry of Power was of the view that wherever Environmental
Clearance {EC} has been granted based on the existing norms, change should
rot be made to this condition. Further, the Working Group was of the view
that the argument of non-availability of space is not acceptable as while
grating Environmert Clearance, a condition for providing ESP is stipulated for
which the TPP unils should have sdequate space required for ensuring
compliance, Regional office / 1A Division may be requested to provide
intormation in this regards.

2.3 S0 Ensission .

The comments received from stakeholders suggests, 'no change’ to the
sAisting narms on the plea of space consiraint in the existing plants required
for instailation of Flue Gas De-Suiphusization [FGD} system. The Working Group
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was the view that the information on number of TPPs of iess than 500 MW and
number of TPPs more than 500 MW is not available 30 as to take a view on
whether there should be single standard or dual standards for < 500 MW and >
500 MW TPPs respectively. FGD is required for coal having high sulphur content
(e.g imported coal). Whiie granting EC, MoEF&CC ctpuiztes conditions, inter
alia, for providing FGD, wherever found necessarv. The working group is of the
considerad view that space requirement for such environmental safeguard
measures is miniscule considering the overell spacefiand requirements for 2
TPP and, therefore, such alibi was not found reascrable.

2.4 RNOx Emission:

Comments received suggests no change’ to the existing norms on the plea of

space constraing in old plants required for instailati f ge-nitrification system
like Selective Caialvtic Reduction {SCR} sy regard to space

requirernent for nstalling de-nitrification sysiem, the Group was of the view
that this argement may not hold good as, while ;

; :aent Clearance, .
one of the conditions is stipulated for providing such systern, wherever
necessary for which they should have adeguate space. The working group is of '
the considered view thatspace requirement for such environmental ssfeguard
measures is miniscdie considering the overall space/land reguirements for a

TPP and, therefors, such alibi was aot found reasonabie.

LR Blercury:
The Working Grot
with CIMFR, Dhiar

Coal vic-a-vis ¢

Group s
doveloped
Conclusion:

15, was of the view
he notified draft

of Power, the

that the stakehoiders appearsd

standards primandy with
major stakehalder hag als:




F@J&/ 1
Minutes of the 1* Meeting of working group on Draft notification on various Standards of

emission from Coal Based Thermal Power Plants

The Working Group consisting of Dr. Manoranjan Hota, Scientist 'F', CP Division, Shri B. B.
Barman, Scientist 'F', TA (Thermal} Division, MoEF&CC and Dr. 8. 3. Bala. Scientist 'E’, CPCB
held a meeting on 03.06.2015 to discuss the comments received from various stakeholders on the

afore-said draft notification. The list of participants is annexed at Annexure-L.
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1. The Working Group examined and discussed the comments received to the draft
notification. '
2 In order to have an effective assessment. it was reiterated that CPCB to make compilation

F-r

of comments. However. in order to expedite t
following input/views:

he assessment. the Working Group provided the

2.1 Water Consumption limits:

Many comments including from Ministry of Power / NTPC etc. were of the view that it
would be difficult to install Cooling Tower (CT) in place of Once Through Cooling (OTC). The
Group however, was of the view that the Thermal Power Units should usually have provisions
for additional space for expansion and other anciliary activities. Therefore. the contention of

inadequate of space was not acceptable by the Group.

Further the Group gathered that a TPP requires about 7-10% of area for providing a CT.
Therefore. finding space / land to provide CT, as oroposed in the draft standards should not pose

any problem.

2.2 Particulate Matter:

In order to bring down the Particulate Matter from exiting to the proposed standards. the
Thermal Power Plants (TPPs) are required to install and incorporate Electrostatic Precipitator
(ESP). The comments received from stakehoiders advocate for no change to the "existing norms”
on the plea of space consiraint in the existing plants for installation/ renovation by adding
Flectrostatic Precipitator (ESP). They further stated that it would not be economically viable to-

invest in old plants which will be living its life soon.

that CPCB, in collaboration with SPCBs may find out as t©
how many TPPs have space problem to retrofi ESP and other Pollution Conirol equipments in
order to reduce the Particulate Matter emission. Ministry of Power was of the view that wherever
Environmental Clearance (EC) has been granted based on the existing norms, no change should
be made to this condition. Further. the Working Group was of the view that the argument of
non-availability of space is not acceptable as while grating Environmeni Ciearance, a condition
for providing ESP is stipulated for which the TPP units should have adequate space. Regional
office / [A Division may be requested to provide information in this regards.

Working Group suggested




4 g of cofitpre=ss

2

23 SOx Emission

The comments received from stakeholders proposed for no change to the existing norms
on the plea of space constraint in the existing plants for installation of Flue Gas De-
Sulphurization (FGD) sysiem. The Working Group was the view that the information on
pumbets of TPPs of less than 500 MW and numbers of TPPs more than 500 MW 1s not available
<o as to take @ view on whether there should be on¢ standard or TWo standards for < 500 MW and
- 500 MW TPPs. FGD is required for coal having high sulphur content (€-8 imported coal).
While granting EC, MoEF&CC stipulates @ condition for providing FGD, wherever necessary.

2.4 NOx Emission:

Comments received suggested for no change to the existing norms ol the plea of space
constraint In old plants for instatlation of de-nitrification system like Selective Catalytic
Reduction (SCR) system. With regard to space requirement for installing de-nitrification systerl. f
the Group was of the view that this argument may not be acceptable as while grating
Enviropment Clearance, @ condition s stipulated for providing such system wherever necessary

for which they should have adequate space.

2.5  Mercury:

The Working Group noted that MoEE&CC has ander taken a pilot study with CIMFR.
Dhanbad under the aegis of UNEP for estimating Mercury in Indian Coal \is-a-vis emission of
Mercury in 1EPS. This data could indicate the trend of Mercury emission. Therefore the
statement of the Ministry of Power is not valid that no data is available for Mercury.

3. With regard to views of Shri R N. Jindal, Director (CP) for inclusion of parameters viz.
phenol ete. for storm water and mercury in ffluent & emission. the Group suggested that the
standards / limits for these parameters may be developed and a view is this regard may be taken.

4. The Working {roup- after examining the comments was of the view that the stakeholders

are no accepting the notified standards primarily due to space constraints. Ministry of Power. the
major stakeholders has also subscribes 10 these Views. While MoEF&CC may not accept this
argument 1o ask the CPCB / SPCBs to collect the relevant information as deliberated in the

assessment and thereafter a view may pe taken. if agreed 10.
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